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Section 1: Infographic on 
the European Parliament
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This year, between 6-9 June 2024, 400 million EU citizens will be eligible to vote in the 
elections for the European Parliament and choose the 720 MEPs that will represent them 
for the next five years in the Parliament. 

• Members of the European Parliament (MEP) sit in political groups organised by 
political orientation rather than nationality.

• Political groups in the European Parliament must have a minimum of 23 members from 
at least one-quarter of the Member States (i.e., seven EU Member States).

• MEPs may not belong to more than one political group, and some MEPs do not belong 
to any political group. These MEPs are known as non-attached Members, or by the 
French term, non-inscrits (NI).

There are currently seven political groups (and the non-attached members) in 
the European Parliament.

Introduction
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The LEFT (37) NI (50)

G/EFA (72)

RE (102)
EPP (178)

ECR (68)

 ID (59)

 S&D (139)

The Current Composition of the European Parliament

720
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Section 2: Infographic on the 
European Parliament Groups 

The following seven infographics examine each Political 
Group in detail, indicate the number of MEPs in the Group, 
their political orientation, give an example of the bigger 
political parties in the Groups and indicate whether or not 
Irish MEPs are part of the group.
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Political Orientation: 
Christian democratic, 
liberal-conservative,  
and pro-European 

Irish MEPs and parties that currently sit with the EPP: Fine Gael

The Group of the European People’s Party 
– Christian Democrats (EPP)

Current size: 

178
MEPs

Examples of national parties belonging to EPP

Christian Democratic 
Union (DE)

People’s Party (ES) National Liberal 
Party (RO) 
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Political Orientation: 
Social democratic,  
centre-left, and  
pro-European

The Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and 
Democrats in the European Parliament (S&D)

Current size: 

139 
MEPs

Irish MEPs and parties that currently sit with the S&D: None

Spanish Socialist 
Workers’ Party (ES)

Social Democratic 
Party of Germany (DE)

Democratic Party 
(IT)

Examples of national parties belonging to S&D
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Political Orientation: 
Liberal, centrist, and  
pro-European

Renaissance (FR) FDP (DE) ANO11 (CZ)

Renew Europe (RE)

Current size: 

102 
MEPs

Irish MEPs and parties that currently sit with RE: Fianna Fáil

Examples of national parties belonging to RE
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Political Orientation:  
Green, centre-left, regionalist, 
pro-European, and, in some 
cases separatist

Alliance 90/The 
Greens (DE)

The Ecologists-
EELV (FR)

GreenLeft (NL)

Current size: 

72 
MEPs

The Greens/European Free Alliance in the European 
Parliament (G/EFA)

Examples of national parties belonging to G/EFA

Irish MEPs and parties that currently sit with G/EFA: Green Party
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Political Orientation:  
Combines socially conservative, 
and right wing populist, 
christian democratic elements, 
and soft Eurosceptic

Irish MEPs and parties that currently sit with ECR: None

Law and Justice (PL) Brothers of Italy (IT) Vox (ES) 

The European Conservatives and Reformists (ECR)

Current size: 

68 
MEPs

Examples of national parties belonging to ECR
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Political Orientation: 
Right-wing nationalist,  
right-wing populist,  
and hard Eurosceptic

Lega (IT) National Rally (FR) Alternative for 
Germany (DE)

Identity and Democracy (ID)

Current size: 

59 
MEPs

Examples of national parties belonging to ID

Irish MEPs and parties that currently sit with ID: None
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Political Orientation:  
Democratic socialist, left-
wing, green, feminist, and 
soft Eurosceptic

Irish MEPs and parties that currently sit with LEFT: 
Independents4Change, Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan, and Sinn Féin

La France Insoumise (FR) The Left (DE) PODEMOS (ES)

The LEFT in the European Parliament – GUE/NGL (LEFT)

Current size: 

37 
MEPs

Examples of national parties belonging to the LEFT

Irish MEPs and parties that currently sit with LEFT: 
Independents4Change, Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan, and Sinn Féin
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Political Orientation:  
Geographically and politically 
diverse, with a common link of not 
belonging to a recognized European 
Parliament political group

Fidesz (HU) 5 Star Movement (IT) Together for 
Catalonia (ES)

Non-Inscrits (NI)

Current size:  

50  
MEPs

Irish MEPs and parties that currently sit with NI: None

National parties which are not affiliated with any EP Group are referred to as non-inscrits

Examples of national parties belonging to NI
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Section 3: Infographic on Ireland  
in the European Parliament  
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2019-2024 2024-2029

European Parliament Constituencies
in Ireland
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Deirdre Clune
European Parliament group: EPP
National party: Fine Gael
Constituency: South
First elected to the European 
Parliament: 2014
Running for re-election in 2024: 

Seán Kelly
European Parliament group: EPP
National party: Fine Gael
Constituency: South
First elected to the European 
Parliament: 2009
Running for re-election in 2024: 

Billy Kelleher
European Parliament group: RE
National party: Fianna Fáil
Constituency: South
First elected to the European 
Parliament: 2019
Running for re-election in 2024: 

South
Grace O’Sullivan 
European Parliament group: G/EFA
National party: Green Party
Constituency: South
First elected to the European Parliament: 2019
Running for re-election in 2024: 

Mick Wallace
European Parliament group: LEFT
National party: Independents4Change
Constituency: South
First elected to the European Parliament: 2019
Running for re-election in 2024:

  Midlands-North-West

Colm Markey
European Parliament group: EPP
National party: Fine Gael
Constituency: Midlands–North-West
First elected to the European Parliament: 
2020 (Replaced Mairead McGuinness)
Running for re-election in 2024: 

Current Irish MEPs
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The Institute of International and European Affairs, 

8 North Great Georges Street, Dublin 1, Ireland 

T: +353-1-8746756  F: +353-1-8786880 

E: reception@iiea.com  W: www. iiea.com

The Institute of International and European Affairs (IIEA) is Ireland’s leading international affairs think tank. Founded in 1991, its mission is to foster and shape political, 
policy and public discourse in order to broaden awareness of international and European issues in Ireland and contribute to more informed strategic decisions by political, 
business and civil society leaders.

The IIEA is independent of government and all political parties and is a not-for profit organisation with charitable status. In January 2021, the Global Go To Think Tank 
Index ranked the IIEA as Ireland’s top think tank.

© Institute of International and European Affairs, April 2024

Creative Commons License

This is a human-readable summary of (and not a substitute for) the license.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0)

You are free to:

• Share - copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format

• Adapt - remix, transform, and build upon the material

• The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms.

Under the following terms:

Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any 
way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use.

NonCommercial — You may not use the material for commercial purposes.

ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original.

No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits.
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