:**** The Institute of
* .| International & -
JAN European Affairs PROOFING

EUROPE

An Overview of Sub-Regional Groupings
in the EU
by Dylan Casey Marshall




An Overview of Sub-Regional Groupings in the EU

There are several sub-regional groupings in the EU, which provide forums for cross-border cooperation between smaller
groups of states. These groupings vary in terms of size of membership and levels of institutionalisation, with the Central
Five Format being a regular meeting of foreign ministers while the Benelux Union has a secretariat, a parliament, and
several institutional bodies. The majority of these sub-regional groupings are composed of only EU Member States,

although there are a number, including the Craiova Group and the Lublin Triangle, that include states outside of the EU.

Subregional Cooperation |Participating Countries Founded Purpose
Cooperation on maritime
France, Ireland, Spain, Portugal 2013 issues and the blue
economy
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania 1991 Political cooperation
Belgium, Luxembourg, Netherlands 1944 Economlc.: and political
cooperation
Bulgarl.a, Czech@, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, 2015 Political cooperation
Romania, Slovakia
. . . . . Defence and security
Austria, Croatia, Czechia, Hungary, Slovakia, Slovenia 2010 .
cooperation
Austria, Czechia, Hungary, Slovakia, Slovenia 2020 Political cooperation
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Iceland, Latvia Lithuania, 1992 Political cooperation
Norway, Poland, Sweden
Bulgaria, Greece, Romania, Serbia 2015 Econom|§ and political
cooperation
France, Germany 1963 Political cooperation
France, Italy 1982 Political dialogue
Portugal, Spain 1983 Political dialogue
Lithuania, Poland, Ukraine 2020 Econqmlc, polmcall, and
security cooperation
Crogtla, Cyprus, France, Greece, Italy, Malta, Portugal, Slovenia, 2013 Political cooperation
Spain
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Ireland, Latvia, Lithuania, Economic and trade
2018 .
Netherlands, Sweden cooperation
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, 2004 Political cooperation
Sweden
Denmark, Faroe Islands, Finland, Greenland, Iceland, Norway, 1953 Political cooperation
Sweden
. . . . . Political cooperation in
Austrla?, Bulgarla., Croatia, Czechia, Hungary, Poland, Romania, 2000 the area of Justice and
Slovakia, Slovenia .
Home Affairs
Austria, Czechia, Slovakia 2015 Political cooperation
Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czechia, Estonia Greece, Hungary, - .
Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia 2016 Political cooperation
Austria, Croatia, Slovenia 2023 Political cooperation
Czechia, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia 1991 Political cooperation
Defi d political
France, Germany, Poland 1991 erence :.:m poliica
cooperation
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Founded in 2020
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The Institute of International and European Affairs (IIEA) is Ireland’s leading international affairs think tank. Founded in
1991, its mission is to foster and shape political, policy and public discourse, in order to broaden awareness of international
and European issues in Ireland and contribute to more informed strategic decisions by political, business and civil society
leaders.

The IIEA acts as a forum for informed debate, analysis and discussion. Views expressed in the Institute’s publications, and
in presentations at its events, are those of the authors alone and do not represent the views of the Institute, which is fully
independent. The IIEA is a not-for profit organisation with charitable status.

© Institute of International and European Affairs, April 2025.
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¢ Adapt - remix, transform, and build upon the material
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anything the license permits.
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